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The short-tailed shearwater is Australia’s most common seabird with almost 
3 million pairs of birds. Cut out the images below and paste them correctly to 

show the lifecycle of the short-tailed shearwater.

In the middle of 
November 1 egg is 

laid in a burrow

Chick leaves the 
colony in April

Chick flies up 
to 15,000kms 
to the Artic

Parents take it 
in turns to find 
food and feed 

the baby

In September of 
their 5th year the 
now much larger 
bird flies back to 

Australia

Chick is born 
during January

Both parents 
take it in turn 

to incubate 
the egg for 53 

days

Finds their 
mate


